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Christine Sterling Senese-a | i fel ong resident of St. Mary?3s
child of Billy Sterling.

Jonh F.Sladelll-born in 1943 in Valley Lee and a I|ife
County, John Slade graduated from the University of Baltimore School of Law. He

clerked for the law firm of Briscoe and Kenney, working for a while with John H.T.

Briscoe. In addition to his private practice, he also served in the Maryland House of

Delegates and as a District Court Judge.

Henry ° Bulrwirt¥is thetadopted son of Paul Bailey.

Tom Waring - bornin 1924, he hasresidedi n St . Mary3s County since
local businessman.
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Ann Camalier Wathen - born in 1932, Ann Camalier was the daughter of Henry
Camalier and the granddaughter of Judge Benjamin Harris Camalier.

George Peter Wigginton - born in 1937, he is the nephew of Robert Wigginton and
Aleck Loker, Sr.

Robert Wigginton, Jr. - the son of Robert Wigginton.

Joanie Willams- born in 1949, she started in the Prin
system in the 1970s. She c¢amd970sand@®orkediMar y3 s C
the District Court system. She became Clerk of the Circuit Court in 2006.

John Weiner - the son of Joseph Weiner, he practices law in Leonardtown.

Ted Weiner - born in Leonardtown in 1953, he has beeninthe St Mar y3 s Count y
St a tAd 3t o r nffeg/fér 20 y€ars. He is the son of Judge Joseph Weiner.

Audio Interviews Obtained:

John H.T. Briscoe - John Hanson Briscoe had in his personal possession the audio

tape of his father, John H. T, EpountgBap e, speaki
Association in 1978. John H.T. Briscoe is a member ofthe 1St . Mar y3s County
Association.

Paul Bailey- Dick Myers had in his personal possession the audio tape of a radio
interview that he conducted with Paul Bailey in 1987. Paul Bailey is a member of the 1%

St. Mary?3®s County Bar Association.
The following tapes were obtained from the Ar
These audio tapes are part of the Colleged3s S

J. Maguire Mattingly - born in 1927, he spent his childhood living at Cedar Point,
prior to the arrival of the Naval Air Station Patuxent River Navy Base.

J. Laurence Millision - born in 1932, he grew up at Cedar Point and became a
success f u | St . Mar y3gnalCounty business

Joe A. Mattingly Sr. - born in 1916, he is a member of the 1* bar association.

Charles E. Fenwick - He lived almost his entire life in Leonardtown, Maryland, is
and a local historian.
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Alice Taylor - born in 1918, she served as a Trial Magistrate along with John
H.T. Briscoe.

Paul Bailey - born in 1905, he is a subject of this story.

Richard Mattingly - sibling of J. Maguire Mattingly, he spent his childhood living
at Cedar Point, prior to the arrival of the Navy Base.

J. Frank Raley - bornin 1926 and a lifelong residentof St. Mar y3 s Count y. H
was a business man and a member of the Maryland Senate.

A video interview of Paul Bailey was provided by Eric Virts, his grandson. The interview
is conducted by Phillip Dorsey lll, local attorney and Judge Philip Dorsey® s gr ands on.
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In Memoriam:

The First Bar Association of St. Mary?:

x

.

10 aSYOSNAR 2F (GKS FTANRG O0FNJFaaz2o0ArdAaz2y 2F {dod al NBEQa
street from the county courthouse Standing from left to right: William O.E. Sterling, Aloysius Fenwick King,
Charles Henry Camalier, Philip H. Dorsey, Joseph D. Weiner, Paul J. Bailey, Robert Wigginton, Aleck M. Loker,
and Joseph A. Mattingly. Seated is Albert Kingsley Love. Absefahin H.T. Briscoe.

The | awyers of the first bar association o
exception, native sons of St. Mary?®s County.
county prior to the building of the naval air station at Patuxent River. For the most part,
their | egal careers changed si gwndhdngedant |l y j us

significantly as the Navy Base grew.
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Some lawyers in this association never attended law school; others never
attended college. It was not uncommon for the older lawyers of this generation to have
obtained their licenses to practice law simply by studying under an established lawyer
for a number of years.

Early in this period, few of these lawyers had secretaries in their offices. St.
Mary?3®s County did not even have a resident ju
judges in the county for a few weeks in the spring and a few weeks in the fall was such
anevent that it was refe&rmpmed to as ~Court W

As the population of the county exploded with the development of the Navy Base
and the influx of newcomers from outside of the county, the legal system was forced to
change with it. The courthouse, which had been used as something like a
governmental center, had to gradually remove non-court-related offices so as to
accommodate an ever-growing courthouse support staff. Lawyers took on secretaries
and acquired technology to assist them with their increasing caseload.

Retired Circuit Court Judge C. Clarke Raley putitt hi s ey it wo Isepar at e
worlds today, completely different, utterly different. From the view point, all of these
lawyers from this picture knew very well every single person that was associated with
their profession in that community and Leonardtown. And they knew all of their
associates. And it would be likely that if you had a trial by jury, they are gonna know
every single person who would be on that jury. Not like today, today of total disconnect
with that way of doing things. It was just the way it was. Well they had been a part of
World War Il withlessthan 10, 000 p e o p loentyjnmost&themwder y3 s C
related by blood or by marriage. And the base, of course, changed all that. And we had
no computers; some of utersdi dn3t even have typ

Audio 1. C. Clarke Raley on the old way of practicing law:

As Leonardtown attorney Ernie Bell put it, "Before the advent of Title Companies
in St. Marys3®s County in the 19703s, | ocal att
House when preparing for a Real Estate Settlement. An attorney in those days
handling Real Estate matters spent a considerable amount of time in the Deed Record
Room at the Court House in Leonardtown. It was there that | became acquainted with
John Henry Thomas Briscoe, the father of John Hanson Briscoe. | addressed John H.
T. Briscoe as Judge Briscoe. He was about 80 years of age then and still active in the
practice of law. He was very helpful to me, always willing to tell a story of what had
been. John H. T. Briscoe at the time was the Trial Magistrate for the local Court then
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handling Misdemeanor Cases. This was the period of time before the District Court

came into being on July 1, 1971. The Tri al M
basement of what is now the John Hanson Briscoe Court House. The court room was
where the County3®s Law Library is now |l ocated

bearer for John H. T. Briscoe. p

Audio 2. Ernie Bell on the old legal system:

Consider the following: of the eleven members of that first bar association, four

Paul Bailey, Joseph Mattingly, John H.T. Briscoe, and Phil Dorsey , served as
elected representatives in Annapolis. Six of them ; Kingsley Love, Henry Camalier,
Philip Dorsey, Joe Mattingly, Joe Weiner, and John H.T. Briscoe , served as the
county?®s State3?®s At t or n 8ifSterling)ameéJoeNaitinglg r , Phi |
became judges. A fifth, John H.T. Briscoe, served as a magistrate, the precursor of the
District Court judges, and a sixth, Paul Bailey, was a Justice of the Peace. Outside the
legal profession, both Phil Dorsey and Aloysius King owned local newspapers. The
youngest members of the bar, Bill Sterling, Robert Wigginton, and Joe Mattingly, were
part of that ~greatest generreerstosernvgitheknatoni nt er r
in the armed forces during the Second World War. Before them, Aloysius King and
Paul Bailey both served in World War 1.

These attorneys were practicing ddhey ng Joh
set an example of the attorney as public servant for young John. In less than three
decades, as he was reaching the absolute heights of statewide elective office, John
Hansonwoul d be vying with two of them to become
County.

While the focus of this chapter will be on each of these individual members of the
bar association, the path will follow a memorial service for Aloysius Fenwick King, who
passed before all but Henry Camalier and Kingsley Love.

Samuel C.P. Baldwin, Jr.
Winter, 2014-2015
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Charles Henry Camalier

Charl es Henry Camalier was the St
county bar association was founded. A graduate of

Georgetown Law3s class of 1918, Ci.
long-established legal line. His father, Benjamin Harris

Camalier,served as the county?®s State?s
judge on the Circuit Court; his own father, John Alexander

Camalier, had been both a clerk and judge of the Circuit

Court before him.

Ann Camalier Wathen: "Dad practi
Camalier House across the street from the courthouse. The

only action we had were the lawyers coming to the house,

and then a lot of people would come to our house, especially

at night, when they had problems. We had, those days, see,

everybody had their doors open. Nobody locked their doors.

"And they woul d rgntstegsancibanee up t |
| to see the District Attorney if something was happening.

Somebody was beating them up, half their clothes were torn

off. M

Ann Camalier Wathen: 1 t hi nk he handl ed jus
everything. We had, you know, robberies, people would get

sent to jail and then some of the family would come and beg

and say, 2Pl eas e Agddhenhe wauldtoygot of |
do that, and then there was the husband that beat him up

and put her in jail, and then the family would come , 2 Pl eas e

‘ get him out of jaill?3
2. Charles Henry Camalier
T3*m thinking he was paid in ca
were people who didn3t have any money. So, m
time gentleman. He would never, ever send anybody a bill. If he got paid, fine. If he
didn3t get paid, well] you know. That was ju
because he wouldn3®t send anybody a bill . p
Audio 3. Ann Camalier Wathen on how her fathe
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Emie Bel | : " | dersdnally. oHe didd mvisilevl wasiinmgrade school. He and

my maternal grandmother, Ruth Camalier Sterling, were brother and sister. Henry was
State3s Attorney at the time of this death in
well liked in the community. A good lawyer, Henry was considered by many as well

qualified to be a Judge. He lived across the street from the Circuit Court House in

Leonardtown in a large brick structure that we refer to now as the Camalier House. His

brother, Harris, was a local dentist. His brother, Frank, was a Leonardtown physician

whose residence and medical office was located in what is now the Brinsfield Funeral

Home on Washington Street in Leonardtown. p

Audio 4. Ernie Bell on Henry Camalier:

ba

R, Py

3. The Camalier House, where Charles Henry Camalier practiced law

Henry Camalier was the first member of the first bar association to pass, dying of
an unexpected massive heartattac k i n 1948, a year after the
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Albert Kingsley Love

b PRI o RO =
40 ¢KS 2fR [20S@OAtfS t2ad hi

hotel at UnionFenwickLawrence.

According to an article published on February 13, 2013 in The Enterprise,

" L o vieewas elstablished in 1890, named after its first postmaster, A. Kingsley Love,
whowasel ected as the a@atbwuotyéyeisas active i Republican
politics, and was the first president of the St.

The Volume 7, Number 4 issue of Southern Maryland: This is Living also carried a story
about Kingsley Love and the history of Loveuville:

"Al'though Kingsley Love would serve as the are
he left the postal service after a short time and became an attorney, leaving the job of
postmaster to his brother Bernard. The first Loveville post office was housed inside a
gener al stor e, |l ocated at the corner of Pin Cushi

JohnSlade: "I didn3t know him, | heard about hi m.
quite a bit. I think he and Paul used to practice together for a long time.

" Wel |, | 3 ve h etleir aficePrasiover topeof/what Was the theater in
townthere[ t o0 d ay 3 s and bfeourRegthislwas before air conditioning. They only
had Court several times a year. Court only lasted for a couple of weeks, Criminal Court
at |l east and it was hot, no air conditioning.
hot and sweaty and go back over to the office and take a shower. | remember that story.
Mr. Love lived up in Loveville, he was a very prominent lawyer back in those days.u

‘Hewasthel awyer , I gather, of his time.p

Love passed away in 1951, a year before Aloysius King.
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Aloysius Fenwick King

60 !f28arda CSysAOl YAy3Is Fidd2NySe |y

On Monday, September 21, 1953, thaeasuivingcui t
members of the local Bar Association gathered to honor the memory of Aloysius

Fenwick King, a colleague who passed away on December 21, 1952. Their tribute was
recorded in the Circuit Courts3s record:

R I B R R S Y B R ES IR

B

In Memoriam

Aloysius Fenwick King

Leonardtown, Maryland

Monday, Sept. 21, 1953

"Bef ore ChirH Grdyuld,duwgeXLbaHes C. Marbury, and Judge Dudley
Digges.u

Judge Digges: " Gent |l emen sidé, atthb requdsteofthe Bar h e
JA SEE ORCTIR 2 TR gl SI™ hvinss ¥ty fin e Jip opi. “CEO 0y d UM o™y  mife Mo

X
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Mr. Philip H. Dorsey, Jr.: "May it please the Court, at this time | would like to offer the
resolution which the committee has prepared on the death of our departed friend, the late
Al oysius King. p

“To the Honorable Judges of the said Court:

‘It is with deep regret that we formally announce to the Court the death on
December 21%, 1952, of Aloysius Fenwick King, who was born on December 24", 1885, the
onf ygson of Francis Vernon and Charyl otte Fe
Academy in Leonardtown and Mount St. Mary3s
which institutCumhbaudeed graduated 2

" He at theUWniversity of Maryland Law School, from which he received his
LLB Degree. After being admitted to the Maryland Bar, he began the practice of law in
Leonardtown and served as Attorney and Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners for
Sht Mary3s County

“"During the administration of Woodrow Wi
an Attorney in the Department of Justice. With the outbreak of World War I, he enlisted in
the Officers?® Training School a n der tiedAsmistice i t |

Worl d War |, he returned to St. Marys3s and
management of the St. Mar y 3 sfamiBydoasevemral, whi ch
generations.

"He was an old fashioned gent | tngiomestyirk i nd

all his business relations. As a husband and father, he exemplified the true Christian
characteristics to a marked degree. His pleasing personality and deep interest in his fellow
man reflected credit to himself and pleasure to those associated with him. His death was
like his long and useful life, a dignified and peaceful ending befitting a man of his faith and
splendid demeanor.

“"Seldom is it found in the annals of any

an impression as this splendid, genial gentleman who cherished and preserved the ideals
and possessed the attributes which have made Southern Maryland unique among the
sections of the country. In this land of sentiment and loyal friendships, his personality, his
steadfast and unswerving devotion to his ideals won for him a place in the hearts and
memory of his people that will ever be a cherished heritage to those who follow after.

“"We now respectfully move that this Hono

entered upon its Record in commemoration of the distinguished lawyer, citizen, and friend,
in whose memory we meet today. p
PHILIP H. DORSEY, JR. CHAIRMAN,
PAUL J. BAILEY.

Committee
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Al oysius King3®s |l egal career had spanned over
TheSt . Mar y SreportBdethe tolowing:

“ Al oy sit] B. King of Leonardtown was admitted to the practice of law in the
MD. Court of Appeals on August 12 and on August 22 on motion of Robert C. Combs
was admitted to the Sasopengdhan gfficesin fildrat ofthe Mr . King h
Beacon Building. p

Though a member of the bar association and a licensed attorney, King was better
known for his ownership and management of the
newspaper.

7T {G® al NBEQa . SIFO2y .dAftRAY3IZI F2NN¥SNIe GKS hiR ¢24y
L2 NOK ¢g2dzt R KI @S 06SSy FIFrOAy3d (GKS @GAOAyAGeE 2F GKS 120GSf¢
Court Square Building and PNC building werd titere; the chimney facing Washington Street is in the vicinity
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second oldest structure in Maryland the yew trees in the yard are the finest specensg brought from England
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10. The view of the Beacon Building from Washington Street. The Circuit Courthouse is located on the far right,
behindthe trees.
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11. The Beacon Building, also from Washington Street.

PR e

The Beacon Newspaper Building in Leonardtown. Chesapeake Publishing,
the former owner of The Enterprise, bought both newspapers in 1978 and promptly
shut down the historic Beacon, ending a run of over 100 vears.

12. The Beacon Building, shortly before begitorn down.
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After beginning the earlier memorial service, Philip Dorsey continued, calling on
others to pay their own respects: g %]

,ﬂm,

\__1 Plhiip Dor sey: t he
‘ would like to call upon Judge William Meverell Loker, former —W

Chief Judge of this Court,and Dean of the git. Mar y
William Meverel]l Loker: ith thi
I

and without any previous preparation, and | say that not as
offering an excuse, | rise to subscribe to every word of the
very well prepared and justly praiseworthy resolution that
has been offered by my brother.

PSRk

“All of us, of course, ought always to be willing and
ready, and consider it an honor and indeed a pleasure,
although a melancholy one, to pay tribute to our brethren
who have left us for the Great Beyond.

I must confess, however, that at this date and at my
! age, it wears very heavily upon me. Much rather
would | sit here and commune with my thoughts and very pleasant recollections and indulge |
in memories of things that happened half a century or more ago. But | hesitate to refuse,
notwithstanding the burden is great and the fact that it reminds me, in a most emphatic, in a
positive and potent way, that | am the last leaf upon the tree, yellow and shriveled, impotent !
to protect myself against breezes that might blow, ready to drop and become a part of the
earthofSt . Mary3s, that | | ove so much.

EIEAEIE

“Aloysius King was a friend, an intimate and good friend of mine. When he died, this
county missed a manofsomei mpor t ance an dAndas hedrodehattday toe |

God, so walked the on this earth, in simpleness, in gentlen e s s , in honor d cl ean

"He was not a distinguished lawyer in the sense that he had practiced in the court;
he did not like litigation. As an office lawyer, as a consultant, he was a splendid one. Many
a time | have had the opportunity to confer with him; and when it came to advice with
reference to the manner, the mode, the practice, of doing a thing, his advice was very, very
good. But as | said he did not like litigation, and he would not subscribe to all the plain,
basic tenements of the law. To tell him that a poor man who lived in a hut, a tumble-down
shack, with light only from the door by which he entered, ill-clothed, ill-fed, with his family,
must be placed in the same plane, so far as judgments, decrees and sentences are
concerned, as a man who lived in a castle where there was wealth, abundance, plenty; he
thought that was not right, he would not subscribe to it. The law, to that extent, was not
majestic, not universal; he thought there ought to be a different mode of handling different
people. To tell him that the courts would take care of that, by virtue of their discretion in
their actions, either in the matter of judgment or punishment did not suit him; those people,

E3E3E3
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in his mind, because of his tender thoughts, his natural mercy, his generosity, his
magnanimity ought never to be disturbed unless the crime was of such magnitude that the
public was imposed upon, to a certain extent, and could not take it. Those were his views
about law, and they were not exactly in line with what we have been told and what we

bel i eve. HeYomaceuighd butsl anynotwtong;lj ust wi |l | nofor s
the reason that | have said.

A
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cLife, to him, was a romance, a romance with the things that he saw, the way that
he lived, the things of nature, and his association with his wife and child. He loved things
t hat l ed on higher ideal s, books, fl ower s
producing, year by year, in abundance, the beautiful things of nature; he could see, in every
tree, in every flower should never be touched by the hand of man, save for encouragement
to grow better and be more beautiful at its next birth in the world, when it came up the
following spring. He had the highest ideals in that way.

IREREIERE

“If you wanted to talk to him about gathering gear by every wile that is justified by
honor, he would say, That belongstoyouandn ot me ; | d o nMonhey dichnote
appeal to him, as such. | know of no man who loved to spend it as he did, give it away; if he
had been worth a million dollars, the people of this county would have benefitted to a large
extent to the extent that he was able to do for them, in any manner he could.

or t hat

AREE

E3

"He did not like combat; he did not like to fight; he liked peace, serenity, security,
and the love and affection and esteem of his fellow man, all of which he got in a fair degree
during his lifetime.

“These thoughts come back to me disconnected, as | stand here today.

" Hlead the happiness to be married to a very capable woman, a very good wife,
who knew how to take care of domestic affairs as well as public office, which she now fills.
She was his heart and soul, his life and love, until the day of his death. His last two years
were spent at home, almost as an invalid; but there was never a time when anything
discouraging came from her lips, nor was there ever a time when anything she could do for
him was not done with the greatest pleasure and satisfaction.

EIEEEIE

"1 n ciomyou honors, | would say that Aloysius King looked upon life in a way
that may be summed up in this quotation:

I

EIEE

ZThe world is a garden,
Children are the flowers,
Smiles are the sunshine,
Tears are the showers,
Frowns are the weeds
That should never find room
Covered with bl oom. 3

3l

thank you. p
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John Henry Thomas Briscoe

R R B T R N B BRI E ET N Y -D

¥ |n Memoriam

I

8 Mr. Dorsey: "May it pleas da'ketobaﬁoncgl rt, I
Mr. John H. T. Briscoe.p B

First of all, your honors, | wish to thank the committee which
=5 Was appointed by me, at the suggestion of the Court, | :
representing the local Bar Association, to prepare the very ‘
' fine resolution which has been offered and to which |
subscribe most heatrtily. | concur in everything which has
been said by his honor former Judge Loker. | do not want to '
; be too lengthy, because there are a number of others, no
¥ doubt, that want to pay their tribute to Aloysius; but | feel
-—j there are a few remarks that | should make.

14J°h”HTE”SC°e . E3 ¢ AN [Gn g™ a A gt e youn r th
[ﬁ@mil W|th him to a great extent as a boy and as a young man. |

recall when | used to visit Leonardtown, to visit my aunt, the

late Mrs. William F. Greenwell, -his first wife, -Aloysius was E

i what you would call a big boy, | was a little boy; | remember with great pleasure the playhouse D

that Aloysius had; he had, to me as a little boy the most wonderful toys, the most wonderful

what you might call gadgets, they were just marvelous to me; that is one of my earliest

¥ recollections.

"Then the time came when | more or Iess‘ost
Mount St . Mary3s Coll ege, and f or besneegtiagrhiml
' when | was going to school in Baltimore; | was still in college, an undergraduate, and Aloysius

was in law school, finishing up his course at the University of Maryland.

"Following that, we all came habihdsayaung
. man, as Judge Loker said, Aloysius was the soul of generosity; he could not do too much for

anyone. In fact, for a while | got so that | decided | could not go with Aloysius anymore, because

=m he wanted to pay for everything, he would not let me pay for anything, and under those ,

»
circumstances | did not feel that | could go with him and not bear my share of the burden.

"Then | ater on in the years, we were clcggiely a

time of his death he was a valued friend and associate.

i “"His first | ov e, his abiding | ove, I W O d say

Bir.€ s's ; 4i®h e WS th. Mary3s County Beacon was, i nE¥p ysin

: until the time of his death. He valued the traditions of the newspaper, which had been in his
family for several generations; he valued its record as a democratic organ; he valued the fact

o
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that it had been suppressed temporarily during the Civil War for its Southern sympathies. He
retained his loyalty to his party right down to the day of his death.

"To my mind, t hat one wor d, |l oyalty, e X 'esses
Aloysius. It was a loyalty that was expressed to his family, to his father and mother, who were
devoted to him, and he to them; to his wife, his charming wife to whom Judge Loker has paid
such deserved tribute; and to his devoted son. He was the essence of loyalty to them; he was '
the essence of loyalty to his friends and to his clients, so much so that | have seen him try cases
where he was so wrapped up in the cause that he was espousing, too much so, that when he
had a setback, which all attorneys will have at times, he just could not take it, it was more than
he could bear, the idea that his client had to lose a case that he was so much absorbed in.

"l remember one occasion when Al oysius v@s try
Judge Digges, the father of our present justice, and there was some law, | forgot just which it EZ
was, that his client was charged with violating, and Aloysius did not think much of that law, and
in his address before the jury he proceeded to cast some aspersions on the law, the virtue of
that law, and so forth; and his honor Judge Digges naturally had to call him down, he said ,Mr. 2 ==
King, whatever your ideas or opinions about this law that is concerned in this case are, it is the '
law and we must accept it and abide by it; the Court cannot permit you to say what you are
s ay i Welj, Abysius immediately sat down; it practically took all of his interest out of the case.

D
"He was such an ardent advocate, he fel thi s ¢
impossible for him, in many cases to actually conduct a case as he would like to have done it. &
But that was the loyaltywh i ch he had to his client, and
was right.

"As | say, right down to the day of hiseath,
kept his loyalty to his party, the patedapdta h
which he subscribed. Sometimes | felt that maybe he carried loyalty too far, but it was there, and 5
he must be commended for it. He was loyal to his state and to his country.

“In addition to that, Al oysi us histogysparticulatha nEAwh o t
the history of the State of Maryland. He was an outstanding authority on that particular phase of
history. He had a wonderful library, many fine books dealing with the history of Maryland, and
;

he took a deep and active interest in them.

"He was the soul of hospitality. I f a p son w
too much for him to make him feel at home, to feel that he was welcome. He was a charming
3

host.

"But without trespassing f ur kthataheonepon t ti me
characteristic by which he will be remembered, by which his memory will be kept green in St.
Mary3s County is his |loyalty to his family,
and to his country.

o hi

"Thank you. p



Early Years and Education

John H.T. Briscoe was the son of Walter Hanson Stone and Mariah Ford Briscoe.
He was a member of a prominent St. Mary3®s Cou
in Sotterley Mansion, the historic home of the Plater and Briscoe families in Hollywood.
The Briscoe tradition of public service began in 1634 after Cecil Calvert invited Dr. John
Briscoe to participate in the founding of the colony of Maryland. John H. T. Briscoe was
the father of John Hanson Briscoe.

He addressedtheme mber s of the St. Mary3s County B
1970s:

"1 was asked if I could talk on my early days
events. After | left college in Baltimore, | never had an idea of studying law. | was born and
raised on a farm. | loved the farm. My mother and father were there and | was their only child
and | felt it was my duty to be there with them. Studying law was totally accidental as far as |
was concerned. | never contemplated, | never thought about it really. | thought about other
things, one of those being a doctor. Il 3ve got a |
grandfathers were doctors and one of my great-gr andf at her s was a doctor. S
some tendency to do that and | figured | might study medicine, but | was cured of that when |
went down Calvert Street [in Baltimore] from Loyola College to some little medical school. | and
some of my friends at the college went down and when we went into the dissecting room that
settled me as far as practicing medicine was concerned. Of course, it was the most awful sight |

ever saw. A whole bunch of 2stiffs3 as they calle
only the sight, but the odor was just idemad much f o
studying medicine because frankly the responsibil
bad enough, but the responsibility of a doctor th
But anyway, it was purely an afterthought . p
Audio 5. JohnH. T. Briseseelts addr &t . Mary3s Cour
Association:

While at Loyola College, John H.T. Briscoe carried off the Senior Honors at the

Senior Commencement, The Beaconnews paper extended ~ Our congil
best wishes so that hisgreatcol | egi at e success may attend him
one of the brightest boys at Loyola and is a
John Hanson Briscoe:” My f at her when he | eft the farm he

Baltimore, he stayed with one of his uncles from Sotterley, Uncle David Briscoe. My

father went to Loyola in Baltimore. He graduated in 1909, with honors. And there were

11 in his class. And in those days you didn3t
you studied the law which he did faithfull y i n an attorney?3s office i
after three years the lawyers certify that you have studied the various aspects of the law

and that you?3re s uHetamdHome ahdovertiato alawloffice ieeer .
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a very prominent law office, well respected | aw office here in
They were a couple - Loker and somebody else [Robert Combs], but they let him in

t her e a nabcanatudglaw it odr office3 And the rules at that time were three

years. He wentinthereandd i | i gently and faithfully worked
represent people but you know he would do research and everything in the civil and

criminal law.

Audio 6. John Hanson Bri scoestudyingldwi s f at her 3 s

Video 1. John Hanson Briscoe on his father3s time at law school

John H.T. Briscoe: "I was on the farm, had nothing to do, my father was running the

farm. And | loved it there and | never planned on doing anything but farming. But |

thoughtlwas n3t doi nmightaswetl studynlayy, Bt my i dea was t ha
incidental work, you understand? | did it more just to be doing something. In those days

of course you didn3t Imhfacvaethattime, geoy fetvawykeradid s c h o o |
go to law school. No. Judge Loker is one instance, a fine judge, a fine lawyer; he never

went to law school. He taught school down here as a young man and studied law on

the side. Well, | rounded up some books, includi ng 2 Bl ackst onethse Commen
main thing, and a few other books. Then | went up to the Law Offices of Combs and

Loker, in Leonardtown, Mr. Robert C. Combs, and afterwards Judge Meverell Loker. |

had to get a certificate from them before | submitted my name to the Board of

Examiners. That was the requirement; you had to get a certificate from some attorney

that you studied law under that particu | ar | awyer 3Welld hpegr Wil linédnn. do
much supervising because | just came back and forth on the horse and buggy and,
onceinawhile,] ¥d go in the office and sit down and

say that | 3RButthegckindnshterssuper vi.dddmpgwnwor k at a
studying. M

Audio 7. John H.T. Briscoe on his desire to go to law school:

John H.T. Briscoe:” Per sonal | vy, at the time | was studyi
Treasurer3s office; 191 4edTrbasurerdndliwds caning enwe | |
back and forth into town and he knew me very well and my family. And he thought

probably | had more education than some people so he was elected County Treasurer

and asked me if | would take charge of the office as Deputy County Treasurer, which |

did. And guess what I got for my salary? $50

32


http://youtu.be/09vG6xunW1M

Nothing else to it. The Treasurer came in every once in a while, but the Treasurer only
got about $1200 a year. | had to get a car then because of the travel; well | got a Model
T Ford in 1914. p

Audio 8. John H. T. Briscoe on his:work at t he

John Hanson Briscoe: "They presented my father, they said, 2 &ur Honors,i t 3 s our
pleasure to introduce to you John Henry Thomas Briscoe, who graduated from Loyola

College, who spent three years studying civil and criminal law, in our law firm, and we

carefully monitored his activities. We feel he has a very good knowledge of civil and

cr i mi n &bhey probably asked him a few questions and after they did, they said,

2 gty well then,we 3 | | proclaim that eyduwarien eSnt.i tMaerdy 3ts
After being certified to do that, that was it.jt

15. John H.T. Briscoe and his wife Hilda, at their house on St T@&MNII Q& al y2NJ Ay |1 2ff&g22RZ

33



MemnEns or THE Roano

D. G. McCINTOSH
JOHN HINKLEY
STEVENSON A. WILLIAMS

MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
215 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE, MD.

Dear Sir:

At the Examination of Law Applicants held on

June 5th ¢

191 6 . in the City of Baltimore, the papers handed in

by you were rated by the Board at..... 240 ., and under our rules your name will accordingly
~ . be recommended to the Court of Appeals of Maryland for admission to the Bar.

Yours respectfully,

Secretary Maryland State Board Law Examiners.

16 W2KY | ®¢d . NAa0O2SQa OSNIAFAOFGS 2F St AIAcC

17¢ W2 Ky | atitission tNtheMarglsh @Bar.
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Legal Career

John H. T. AnB whersltookdhe bar exam in 1916, | fully expected to fail, to tell
you the truth, because getting a law education out of books like that is pretty hard. But
it3s strange t o slgpgssed and was admittey to she Bapim 1955 eAt

that time there was a good many lawyers inthe county. | won3t say a good

quite several,anyway, wh o had been admitted axaminatoa,dn 3 t

just went before the judge and he asked them a few questions and they were admitted.
Most of those were far mer s; Orteirya whiie,dmeoft
them would write adeed orawill. Some of them di dutthayweresr e n

do

do

an

m
ev

t h

entitled to practice. So thatwasthewayit, t he way it was in those

Audio 9. John H.T. Briscoe on taking the Bar exam:

John H.T. IBtisoeeer Torget t hdtwasaystomalye n
whenever a young man came to practice law he was admitted by a formalt an older
member of the Bar would introduce him to the court for admission to practice in this
particular court, which I did. And the idea was, you had to pay the Clerk of the Court a
little fee . $5 I think it was, which was just a little gravy.p

Audio 10. John H.T. Briscoe on his admission to the Bar:

George Peter Wigginton: “~ P r tb the necessity of taking the Bar exam, a young lawyer
wishing to practice would present himself to the judge, and the attorneys from the town
or community that they wished to practice in would be in the courtroom. And it was they
who gave their approval or disapproval to the young man in accordance to whether or
not they thought he was the sort of fella they wanted admitted into their company. The
story that | heard from my granddad, who was in a position to know, he was Judge
Loker. He said that Judge J. Parran Crane would ask a question and just one question,
ANh a th@beas corpus, b arydhé did not want a quick little answer. He wanted a
long discourse on all the principles going all the way back to Roman law and English
Common Law and brought forward with all the philosophical underpinnings of what
habeas corpus was. And if he was pleased with your answer and if the other attorneys
there approved of you by nod or quiet approbation or disapprobation, then he would say

ZThe second question, young man, is can you take a drink like a young lawyer shoul d ? 3

He would produce a bottle and two drinks of bourbon, | assume, or St . Mary?3s
ryeands ay 2 Méetd tkedBa r Arid that was how it was done, at least under Judge
Camalier during the 18903s.
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Audio 11. An alternative version of how attorneys were admitted to the Bar:

Frank Olmsted: “ The only Southern Maryl and lesewyer t ha
went to law school was John H. T. Briscoe. And | think all of the lawyers here [Charles

County] who went to practice for the Bar had been to law school. In Virginia, you could

still, if you passed the Bar and you had been working for a lawyer, had an

apprenticeship in other words, you could get to be a lawyer in that way across the

bridge in Virginia;n ot her e. p

John H. T. Bealectaddodhe Barin19l6wh sst ayed i n the Treas
In those days, the County Treasurer only served two years. And then, while | was in
there,] picked up a little job once in a while, |

“So | wa s |fargethwha nhadedthe motion, probably Loker, or one of the
guys | studied under. Then later on, | came in the courtroom, much to my distress after
| did it of course. At that particular time they were arraigning prisoners and assigning
counsel to those who Atithdttirdet | wilked/ireanditimeywerco un s e |
arraigning a young woman, charged with larceny or something or another like that and |
walked in just at the wrong time. Judge Briscoe [my cousin John Parran Briscoe]
looked down at me and said, 3Vr. Briscoe, seems to me that this Court is getting ready
to assign counsel to thiswomanher e and yous®re a pretty good me

Court will assign Yywshedthenthatéthkrewas anholslcmaid e.33v e
gone into the floor. 2Take her into the jury room and talk to her and decide what you
wanttodo. But |¢€tforgettimae Vtell you, | was very much flustere d , | it3thatl put
W a y . 3 3

Audio 12. John H.T. Briscoe on his first day in court as a lawyer:

John Hanson Briscoe: "Then he started practicing law. Then he took on a partner
called Dana Hotchkis, from Washington. Then he and Dana Hotchkis started practicing
law for a little bit. And they got along ok, but they finally separated, and Dana went
back to Washington. So, Dad, of course,st ayed here. u

Meme Briscoe Gillaspy: “ He al ways t ol d mstarted practicingddae n he f i
that he got an old sign, weathered sign, to u
that much money, 2 S e r vAttarneysat Laws3 [

Tom Waring: =~ \Wen my father first came to this county, [inthe 1930s],he coul dn3t g€
job. He worked as a foreman on the state roads just to make a living. And then he, |
t hink thr ough,sdidh @& myréakestdtealitehse and come in. Fhey were
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friends and there was a fellow named Dick Greenwell who was a Clerk of the Court. He

hada | i ttle insurance business and he coul dn?3t
in Leonardtown and moved in with Judge Briscoe in the Beacon building. My father and
Johnny3s f at her Mwaheravaswexrenyely appbrecgatese of the help he

receivedf rom Johnny3s father. p

Audio 13. Tom Waring explains how John H.T. Briscoe helped his father:

Elective Office

John H.T. Briscoe: " At er | got out o fldecides | was goingstaurune r 3 s o0
for States3My Atattdremre yd.i dimiBahd henaas all together right, too.
It was the biggest mistake | ever made in my life, and | told my son [John Hanson

Briscoe], when he came along, | s aoin,dyou i no doubt be approached by different

people to run for office because a lawyer should be in politics, which I think | have no
complaintaboutt hat , but [ 3ilfl yaud ddacitdhed wawsxd | i ke
don3t | et them talk you iIinhhatt¥snonaegj élory &u ad

said, Af youdo decidet hat you want to run thaiyougotolthei ¢ of f
legislature3 whi ch he di d.

Audio 14. John H.T. Briscoe on his decision to go into politics:

"Anyhow, so then | started in and, of course, | served 15 years at a salary of
$800 a year for State 2 s At tAmdHeney amalier succeeded me and when he died
in the middle of his second term, | was appointed by the Court to take his place. At
which time, the salary had been increased to the magnificent sum of $3,000 a yeatr,
which was a lot of money in those days. Now, at that time, there were only 4 or 5
lawyers in Leonardtown: Mr. Robert C. Combs, who only practiced a few years after
that, he was getting to be pretty old; Mr. Loker: a man named Mr. Ching, he was a
Republican, and people in those days if you were a Democrat you went to a Democratic
lawyer, if you were a Republican, you went to a Republican lawyer.

Audio 15. John H. T. Briscoe: on a |l awyer3s sal a
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18. John H.T. Briscoe (far right) and John Hanson Briscoe (seftom right) in the State House at Annapoiis
1961, on the day John Hanson Briscoe was first sworn into the House of Delegattesy two unknown.

"He had to type his own indictments. It was quite something backthen ; di dn 3t
have any Assistant State3®s Attorneys. He did
murderers, and he was good.p

John Hanson Briscoe: "Then he decided, for politics, he was a Democrat, of course, the

Democrats in St. Manniyg¥osthetHaus&koéREledatesnlLoved th® r u

law, you know,sohet t hat 3 s what tSbhhketwasselecket with Bhil Dousey.

and J. Allan Cecil, who wedlewenttotAnnamolisandhec al |y f
was a maverick, hewasarealmaver i ck, and o nSoydalIithinpheoud of .
served only one term under Governor O3Connor,
because he was close to Phil Dorsey who was r

but then he came back and thenranf or St ate3®s Attornew off and

Audio 16. John Hanson Briscoeonh i s f ddcisian to®rder politics:
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St . Ma r y 3May 8B1®36¢C o0 n

Dear Sir,

Permit me through the columns of your paper to express to all those who worked for me
in the recent primary my sincere appreciation for their effort in my behalf and to further say that |
have no feeling of ill will to those who supported my opponent, fully realizing the right which
everyone has to make a free selection of his or her choice as a candidate for any position
within the gift of the people. It is my further hope that my successful opponent will be a
representative worthy of the traditions of the De

Very Truly,
John H. T. Briscoe

EDITORIAL

St . MBeacynNevember 1938

‘Mr . John H.T. Briscoe, State?®s Attorney for tF
important post with credit to himself and profit to the people whom has represented. There has
never been a time when any motive, other than an unswerving sense of public duty, moved him
a hair3s breadth from the course he honestly beli
education and environment he is probably one of the best fitted citizens of the county for the
post to which he now aspires - Delegatetothe Gener al Assembly. pu
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St . Ma r y 3NeverBberd 238 n

Dear Sir,

| desire to express through your columns my deep
appreciation of the splendid vote given me in the recent
Election, and to say that it will be my earnest endeavor to
justify the confidence reposed in me by the people of this
County electing me to serve them as one of their
representatives in the General Assembly. | will also welcome
any suggestions as to desirable and constructive legislation
which any of our citizens may wish to offer me.

Very Truly Yours,
John H.T. Briscoe

VOL. cVvii NO. 5617
. | »

John H. T. Briscoe Appoi
State’s Attorney For Sq ry's!
/ ~ Fills UnexpifedTemOfLaféC H.

-

St . Ma r y 3FsbruBre 20,c1948

“On Thursday, February 19", 1948, Hon. Wm. Meverell Loker, chief Judge of the 7"
Judicial Circuit of Maryland, announced the appointment by the court of the Hon. John Henry
Thomas Briscoe, as State3s Attorney for St. Mary3s
C. Henry Camalier.

‘Mr . Briscoe is a former State3s Attorney, wi t
a former representative in the House of Delegatesf r om St . Mary3s County, and
favorably known throughoutt he St at e. He is a member of the Mary

County Bar Associations. A son of the late Walter Hanson Stone Briscoe and Maria Ford
Briscoe, he was born at Sotterley mansion, a beautiful colonial estate on the Patuxent River. He
received his education from private tutors and the Public schools and is a graduate of Loyola
College, Baltimore. He studied law in the office of the Hon. Robert C. Combs, and the present
Judge Loker and was admitted to the Bar in 1916 having passed the Bar examination with a
splendid rating.

40
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